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Carpets on display at a souq stall

Maison de la Photogra-
phie Take a bit of history 
home with you from the 
vintage photography 
selection here. (p64 )

Dar Chrifa Lamrania 
Modern art Moroccan-
style (p74 )

Fondouq el Ouarzazi A 
magpie-hoard of tradi-
tional Berber and Tuareg 
crafts. (p37 )

Modern Moroccan 
Design
Souk Cherifa Young de-
signers pitch their claim 
on the upper-balcony 
salons selling quirky 
accessories and home-
wares. (p55 )

33 Rue Majorelle Expert 
craftspeople create 
contemporary twists on 
ancient design. (p116 )

Chabi Chic Traditional 
tajines and tea-glasses 
get a modern makeover. 
(p74 )

Moroccan Fashion 
& Beauty
Naturom Heavenly po-
tions and lotions all fully 
organic and locally made. 
(p97 )

Max & Jan Medina 
fashion goes full-hipster. 
(p56 )

Norya Ayron Floaty 
designer dresses worn by 
Hollywood A-listers (p56 )

  Think of the medina’s souqs as a shopping mall, 
but laid out according to a labyrinthine medieval-
era plan. Whether you want to spice up your pan-
try with North African  avours or buy a carpet to 
add Moroccan-wow to your house, this magpie’s 
nest of treasures is manna for shop-til-you-drop 
fanatics.

Souq Know-How
 ‘Souq’ means ‘market’, but when locals refer to ‘the 
souqs’ they mean the maze of market streets north 
of the Djemaa el-Fna and southwest of the Musée de 
Marrakesh. The main thoroughfare from the Djemaa 
el-Fna,  Souq Semmarine (Leather Souq), sells a 
hodgepodge of local crafts. Prices are at their most 
expensive here, given the high price of real estate 
on the main drag, and products often come from 
specialist souqs just a few streets away. It is always 
better to buy products direct in dedicated souqs, es-
pecially in the case of carpets, metalware and leather-
work. The smaller qissariat (covered markets), which 
run between  Souqs Smata and  el-Kebir (literally, ‘the 
big souq’), usually have lower-priced crafts.

Carpets
   Creiee Berbere is the carpet souq but you’ll 
find carpet shops scattered throughout the city. 
Whatever you’re dreaming could look great in 
your lounge, know your limits: namely, how much 
floorspace you actually have. Tread cautiously with 
claims of antique carpets. New rugs are sometimes 
‘aged’ by being stomped on or bleached by the sun. 
Also, understand what factors boost carpet value. 
Natural dyes and a higher number of knots per sq 
cm cost more. For more on carpet buying, see p77.

 Cooperative 
Shopping
Al Kawtar Fabulous 
hand-stitched household 
linens made by a col-
lective of women with 
disabilities. (p55 )

Assouss Cooperative 
d’Argane Gorgeous 
argan essential oils to 
slather over skin, sold by 
a women’s cooperative. 
(p55 )

Al Nour Buy delicately 
embroidered cotton 
clothes and support 
this cooperative run by 
artisans with disabilities. 
(p37 )

Art & Crafts
Anamil A high-quality 
haul of ceramics, textiles 
and leatherware for 
those hunting for some-
thing special. (p74 )

Shopping
Best

Worth a 
Trip

 The industrial 
quarter of   Sidi 
Ghanem (www.
sidighanem.net; Rte 
de Safi; h9am-6pm 
Mon-Fri, 9am-noon 
Sat) is located 4km 
outside the centre 
of Marrakesh. It is 
chock-full of design 
studios selling direct 
from their outlets.
This is where to pick 
up modern spins on 
Moroccan ceramics 
and textiles as well 
as enough tradi-
tional artisan crafts 
and furniture to kit 
out your own riad.
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Crenellations to Inspire Copycats
 They say imitation is the greatest compliment, 
and this 70m-high tower has quite the reputation 
as an architectural muse. It’s the prototype for 
Seville’s La Giralda and Rabat’s Le Tour Hassan, 
as well as being a monumental cheat sheet of 
Moorish ornamentation. Crane your neck to 
check out the scalloped keystone arches and 
jagged merlons (crenellations).

Golden-Stoned Beauty
 Originally the Koutoubia Mosque would have 
been covered in a layer of pink plaster, as Mar-
rakesh’s other medina mosques are decorated. 
After the restoration of the minaret in the 1990s, 
however, city authorities decided to maintain the 
minaret’s natural golden-hued stone, a decision 
that allows the Koutoubia to stand out dramati-
cally amid the old city’s candy-tinted tones.

Legends of the Spire
 The minaret is topped by a spire of copper balls, 
sticking up antenna-like and glinting in the sun. 
Once made from gold, local legend tells that the 
balls were ‘gifted’ to the mosque by the wife of 
Almohad sultan Yacoub al-Mansour, who melted 
down her jewellery as punishment after being 
spotted eating during Ramadan fasting hours.

Excavation Area
 On the northwest side of the minaret are the ruins 
of the first mosque built on this spot, revealed 
by excavation work. This original mosque hadn’t 
been properly aligned with Mecca, so the pious 
Almohads insisted on building a realigned one 
right next door. Walk behind the ruins for the best 
view of the excavation site.

y�Top Tips
  Non-Muslims can’t 

enter the mosque or 
minaret but will get 
great views of the 
minaret’s stunning 
architecture from all 
angles by walking a full 
circuit around the com-
plex, starting from the 
esplanade at the front.

 Come once during 
the day to photograph 
the minaret against a 
backdrop of blue sky, 
and then again just after 
sunset when the mina-
ret’s  oodlights have 
been turned on.

 If you’re feeling fraz-
zled by all the Djemaa 
el-Fna action, the palm-
tree-studded Koutoubia 
Gardens directly behind 
the mosque are a sooth-
ing respite.

5�Take a Break
 Refuel with a sugar 
fix at Pâtisserie des 
Princes (p32), 
lauded for its pastries.

For a refreshing mint 
tea with a view of the 
minaret, head across 
the road to Café el 
Koutoubia (p34).

 Five times a day the voice of the Koutoubia’s 
muezzin rises above the Djemaa din, calling the 
faithful to prayer. The  Koutoubia Mosque’s mina-
ret has been standing guard over the old city 
since the Almohads raised it in the 12th century. 
Today it’s Marrakesh’s most famous landmark. 
Gaze up in awe at the ornate decoration of the 
minaret’s Almohad-era builders.

 1 Map p28, A4

cnr Rue el-Koutoubia & 
Ave Mohammed V

closed to non-Muslims
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Top Sights
Koutoubia Mosque

Koutoubia MosqueDjemaa el-Fna & Around 2726

Colourful tajines for sale
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1  Djemaa el-Fna 
 The best place to get 
your bearings for a souq 
assault is Djemaa el-Fna 
(p24 ). Marrakesh’s main 
square is the pumping 
heart of the medina, 
with arteries of souqs 
threading out in all 
directions. The main 
entertainment here 
doesn’t start thumping 
until dusk, but even dur-
ing the day this place is 
a hive of energy.

2  Rue Mouassine 
 Head north through 
Souq Ablueh (the olive 
souq) and turn west onto 
Souq Quessabine until 
you hit the small square 
of Place Bab Fteuh. From 
here it’s a straight (well, 
as straight as a souq can 
be) stroll north on Rue 
Mouassine. Stores along 
this lane sell jewellery, 
ceramics and babouches 
(leather slippers).

3  Musée de 
Mouassine
 The alley that leads 
behind the Mouassine 
Mosque is a narrow 
squiggle of pink. Follow 
it to Musée de Mouass-
ine (p45 ) to view the 
jewel-coloured interior 
that has been painstak-

ingly restored to its 
former glory.

4  Souq des 
Teinturiers
 Meander your way back 
to the mosque and dive 
head first into the souq 
streets to the north. Souq 
des Teinturiers (p46 ) is 
the dyer’s souq. Check 
out the rainbow-haul of 
wool skeins swinging 
from the rafters and 
the pots of dye-powder 
sitting beside the cubby-
hole workshops.

5  Souq Haddadine 
 Souq Kchachbia is a 
mainline for souvenir 
shopping, but if you 
can pull yourself away 
from all that glitters 
and veer east you’ll hit 
Souq Haddadine (p67 ;  
Blacksmith’s Souq). The 
shops here are full of 
artisans at work and a 
good opportunity to buy 
direct from the producer.

6 The  Qissariat
 Head onto Souq Smata 
and then get ready 
to lose your bearings 
slightly as you weave 
into the qissariat 
(covered markets). This 
warren of passages lies 
in the centre of the souq 
area and still holds onto 

its traditional feel. This 
is a good place to bar-
gain for babouches.

7  Place Rahba 
Kedima
 The qissariat alleys all 
join onto Souq el-Kebir, 
from where it’s only a 

short hop to Place Rah-
ba Kedima. Hawkers on 
the central square sell 
handmade souvenirs 
while spice fans will 
appreciate the heady 
scents of cumin and cin-
namon surrounding the 
apothecary stores  here.

2�The Walk
 Marrakesh is defined by its dawdling lanes of 
souqs, which bend and turn in what seems an 
unfathomable maze. This is the very core of this 
historic trading post, where caravans emerged from 
their long journeys to buy, sell and trade. Today 
although travellers arrive by plane and train, not 
camel, Marrakesh’s long tradition of commerce and 
artisan work continues. Explore the bustling market 
streets, artisan quarters and pink-hued muddling 
alleys that make up the medina’s centre.

Start Djemaa el-Fna

Finish Place Rahba Kedima

Length 2km; two hours

5�Take a Break 
 In Mouassine both Kafe Fnaque Berbère (p32 ) and 
Dar Cherifa (p52 ) are welcoming places for a pot 
of tea and a snack while you consult your map to 
prepare for further souq exploits.

000000000000000

000000000000000000000000000000000000

000000000000000000000000

000000000000

00000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000

00000000000000000000

0000000000

000000000000000000000000000000000000000000
000000000000000000000000000000

0000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000

0000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000

MOUASSINE

CENTRAL
SOUQS

Rahba
Kedima

Place
Bab Fteuh

Djemaa
el-Fna

Mouassine
Mosque

Souq Chkaira

So
uq

 e
l-K

eb
ir

(S
ou

q 
N

ej
ar

in
e)

R Dar el-Bacha

So
uq

Smata

S
o

uq
Stailia

R
M

ou
as

si
ne

Souq Quessa b ine

R
 M

ou
as

si
ne

R Sidi

el-Yamani

Souq Lebbadine

R des Banques

R Laksou r

Bradia
El K

edim
a

R el-Koutoubia
Souq

Ablueh

S
ou

q
S

em
m

ar
in

e

Souq
Kchachbia

#1

#2

#3

#4

#5

#6

#7

0 100 m
0 0.05 miles#e

Souq Strolling 
Best Walks

124

and mid-November to 
mid-December.

 Light sleepers should 
be aware that sound 
travels easily in riads 
and you’re never too far 
from a mosque minaret 
in the medina. Bring 
earplugs to mute slam-
ming doors and the early 
morning call to prayer, or 
choose a hotel in the ville 
nouvelle.

Useful Websites
   Hip Marrakech (www.

hipmarrakech.com) Riad 
accommodation special-
ist with a good range of 
options.

 Marrakech Riads 
(www.marrakech-riads.
com) A selection of nine 
medina riads.

 Marrakech Medina 
(www.marrakech-
medina.com) Local riad 
booking agency.

 Lonely Planet (www.
lonelyplanet.com/moroc
co/marrakesh/hotels) 
Recommendations and 
bookings.

Best Budget
 Le Gallia (www.hotel
legallia.com) Great value 
with good-sized rooms 
around a citrus-tree-
shaded courtyard.

Equity Point Hostel 
(www.equity-point.com) 
Swags of riad style at 
backpacker dorm-bed 
prices. Plus there’s a pool.

Riad Elkarti (www.face
book.com/riadelkarti/) 
Arty budget riad with laid-
back style.

Jnane Mogador (www.
jnanemogador.com) 
Traditionally decorated 
rooms, great facilities 
and friendly service from 
owner Mohammed.

Hotel du Trésor (www.
hotel-du-tresor.com) 
Good value riad brimming 
with whimsical style.

Best Midrange
 Riad Le J (www.riadlej.
com) Colourful, quirky 
design o  sets Moroccan 
artistry at this uber-
hip retreat behind the 
Mouassine fountain.

Riad Bledna (www.riad
bledna.com) Peaceful 
country side hide away 
within easy reach of the 
city.

Tchaikana (www.
tchaikana.com) Nomadic 
artefacts combine with 
swish design to create a 
medina pad with globe-
trotting spirit.

Dar Zaman (www.darza
man.com) Snug, stylish 
rooms and extraordinary 
service.

Riad UP (www.riadup.
com) Mallorcan chic 
meets medina living at 
Elsa Bauza’s colourful, 
minimalist haven.

Dar Attajmil (www.darat
tajmil.com) Relaxed riad 
with attentive sta   and 
small but sleek rooms.

Best Top End
 Riad Azoulay (www.riad-
azoulay.com) Charming 
service and sumptuous 
interiors await.

Riad L’Orangeraie (www.
riadorangeraie.com) A 
classy home-from-home 
with  ve-star service.

Riad Al Massarah (www.
riadmassarah.com) 
Chic, stylish and with 
serious environmental 
credentials. The ultimate 
feel-good getaway.

Jnane Tamsa (www.
jnanetamsa.com) 
Sustainable style never 
looked so good as at this 
palmeraie resort.

Casa Taos Eclectic decor 
and lashings of hospital-
ity are ladled out at this 
villa, located just outside 
of town.

Book Your Stay
   Marrakesh is famous for 

its riad accommodation. 
These medina guest-
houses have limited space 
so it’s advisable to book in 
advance.

 Groups of friends or 
families travelling together 
can often book an entire 
riad to themselves.

 Book a month ahead 
if you want to visit Mar-
rakesh during any major 
European holiday.

 There is no shortage of 
budget-friendly inns and 
guesthouses. Cheap hotels 
are concentrated between 
Rue Bab Agnaou and Rue 
Riad Zitoun el-Kedim.

 Brand-name luxury 
resorts sit on the outskirts 
of town. The palmeraie 
(palm grove) is home to 
more intimate luxury villa 
guesthouses.

 Many riads and luxury 
hotels lower their prices 
mid-June to August, mid- 
January to mid-March 

  Winter (Dec–Feb) 
Plenty of blue skies but 
can be extremely chilly 
at night. Riad rates go up 
between 20 December 
and 6 January.

 Spring (Mar–May) 
Great time for medina 
escapades with tempera-
tures hovering around 
30°C. Try to avoid Easter 
holidays when prices 
jump.

 Summer (Jun–Aug) 
Scorching heat and the 
Festival of Popular Arts 
comes to town.

 Autumn (Sep–Nov) 
Ideal for non-sweaty 
souq exploring and sight-
seeing. Remember your 
umbrella in November, 
Marrakesh’s wettest 
month.

Before You Go

  When to Go

Survival 
Guide
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Djemaa
el-Fna

Saadian
Tombs

Ali ben
Youssef
Medersa

Koutoubia
Mosque

Bahia
Palace

Dar Si
Said

Maison
de la

Photographie

Musée de
Marrakech

Mouassine & Bab 
Doukkala (p40)
Funky boutiques and 
handicraft stores sit 
side by side in this 
medina neighbourhood 
of narrow passageways 
and blush-pink walls.

Riads Zitoun & 
Kasbah (p80)
A walled city within a 
walled city. Marrakesh’s 
grandest mansion 
architecture and a tomb 
almost worth dying for. 

Top Sights
Bahia Palace
Saadian Tombs  
Dar Si Said 

Central Souqs 
(p58)
Shop-till-you-drop 
souqs full of lively 
hustle and bustle and a 
magnificent medersa.

Top Sights
Ali ben Youssef Medersa
Musée de Marrakech
Maison de la Photographie

Worth a Trip
Top Sights

Palmeraie
Jardin

Majorelle

Djemaa el-Fna & 
Around (p22)
Marrakesh’s main 
square is where carnival 
and cultural hub collide. 
Atmospheric and a 
touch chaotic, this is the 
city’s heart.

Top Sights
Djemaa el-Fna
Koutoubia Mosque 

Ville Nouvelle 
(p100)
Modern Marrakesh 
offers art galleries, top 
restaurants and shady 
parks to escape the 
hurly-burly of the 
medina.

Top Sights
Jardin Majorelle

 Marrakesh 
Neighbourhoods

Neighbourhoods  1918

2 The Carpet Souq
 With its cheerful shopkeepers and the 
rainbow-hued rugs that swing from 
 every hook, it’s hard to believe that 
Creiee Berbere was ever the scene 
of anything more harmful than the 
odd wily carpet-dealer tout. But this 
enclosed square once functioned as 
Marrakesh’s main slave market, where 
the human cargo of the caravan trade 
were bought and sold.

3 Into the Qissariat
 The zigzagging alleys that lie between 
Souq el-Kebir and Souq Smata are the 
 qissariat. Although a smattering of 
tourist-oriented shops have moved in, 
this is very much a local haunt with 
rows of teensy jellaba and babouches 
(leather slippers) stalls. If you get a bit 
lost, don’t worry. You’ll always end up 
back on one of the main souq streets.

4 Blacksmiths at Work
 One of the most interesting souqs to 
wander is  Souq Haddadine ( Black-
smith’s Souq), full of busy workshops 
where the sound of the metalworkers’ 
hammers provides a staccato back-
ground beat. If you’ve been tempted 
by some of those lovely Moroccan 
lamps for sale throughout the souqs, 
buying direct here will probably get 
you the best price.

5 A Local Lunch
 Feeling adventurous? Just behind 
Souq Haddadine’s tangle of lanes the 
blacksmith clanging subsides to be 
replaced by the sizzle of grilled meat. 

The  Ben Youssef Food Stalls (off Souq 
Chaaria; mains Dh25-40; h11.30am-3.30pm) 
 serve up meat skewers, and the oc-
casional stewed sheep’s head, to a 
lunchtime crew of hungry souq work-
ers. Pull up a pew and eat whatever 
looks fresh.

6 Leather-Hide Workshops
  Take a stroll in the leatherworker’s 
alley nearby where the stalls are piled 
high with leather hides ready to be 
turned into all those handbags you see 
swinging throughout the main souqs. 
Often (mostly during morning hours) 
you can see freshly dyed leather hides 
left out to dry in the sun in Place Ben 
Youssef.

7 Central Vegetable Market 
 This local vegetable market is where 
Marrakshis living in the central 
medina area come wielding their 
baskets to stock up on fruit, herbs and 
fresh local produce that’s laid out for 
show at stalls and upon blankets on 
the cobblestones. For a snack, pick 
up some fruit here; haggling isn’t 
necessary.

8 Through the Butcher’s Alley
 Locals don’t need to walk far to tick 
off the rest of their shopping list; the 
lane leading south from the vegetable 
market is lined with small butcher’s 
stores. Check out the entrails and offal 
on display, and the carcasses swinging 
from hooks, as you walk through on 
the way back to Place Rahba Kedima.

1 Spice Action at 
Place Rahba Kedima
  Begin your stroll in  Place 
Rahba Kedima, rimmed 
by spice shops. You’ll 
notice some rather unusual 
products if you look closely. 
Moroccans utilise their 
local spice stall as a one-
stop shop for natural rem-
edies to cure sickness and 
ailments, and potions to 
eliminate mischievous djin 
(spirits), as well as for items 
to pep up their cooking.

Local Life
Discovering the Heart of the 
Souqs

 The  very core of Marrakesh 
is a medley of buying,  sell-
ing, haggling and hawking, 
but it’s not all about car-
pets, pashminas and twin-
kly lamps – although, you’ll 
find those as well. Here 
you’ll see metalworkers 
busy at their trade, apoth-
ecaries with tiny shops full 
of exotic herbal remedies 
and Marrakshis doing their 
shopping at hole-in-the-
wall butcher’s shops and 
vegetable carts.
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For more information,
see Survival Guide (p143)

  Currency
 Moroccan dirham (Dh)

 Language
 Moroccan Arabic (Darija), Berber, French

 Visas
 Most nationalities do not require visas for 

stays of up to 90 days.

Money
 ATMS are widely available. Credit cards 

are accepted in most midrange hotels and 
above, and at top-end restaurants.

Mobile    Phones
 GSM phones work on roaming. For 

unlocked phones, local mobile SIM cards 
are a cheaper option.

 Time
 Western European Time (GMT/UTC + 0)

 Tipping
 Baksheesh (tipping) is an integral part of 

Moroccan life. Tip 10% at restaurants; Dh3 
to Dh5 for porters and baggage handlers; and 

Dh2 to public toilet attendants.

Arriving in 
Marrakesh

  Menara Airport is 6km southwest of town. 
Marrakesh’s train station is conveniently 
located in Guéliz in the ville nouvelle. CTM 
buses arrive at the CTM bus station south-
west of the train station while Supratours 
buses arrive at their small station around the 
corner from the train station entrance. If it’s 
your first time in Marrakesh and you’re stay-
ing in a medina riad, it’s well worth booking 
the riad’s taxi pick-up service to avoid getting 
lost on arrival.

A From Menara Airport
 Airport bus 19 (Dh30) runs to Djemaa el-Fna 
and on to Guéliz every 30 minutes between 
6.15am and 9.30pm. There are plentiful petits 
taxis waiting outside the arrivals hall; most 
charge inflated rates into the centre.

L From the Train Station
 Taxis tout for business by the exit. You need 
to bargain hard to get the price down to the 
metered rate of Dh20 to the medina. City 
buses 8 and 10 (Dh4) trundle between the 
station and Djemaa el-Fna every 20 minutes 
or so between 6am and 10pm.

J From CTM and Supratours Bus 
Stations
 Taxis wait inside the bus car parks. Most will 
quote Dh50 to Djemaa el-Fna. You can catch 
city bus 8 or 10 from nearby Ave Hassan II to 
the medina.

Getting Around
Q Walk
  Most of the medina is a no-car zone so 
you need to get your walking shoes on to 
properly explore the lanes of Marrakesh’s 
old city. If the weather is not too hot it’s a 
straightforward 20- to 25-minute stroll from 
Djemaa el-Fna up Ave Mohammed V to the 
ville nouvelle.

K Taxi
 Metered rates for the city’s beige petits taxis 
around town are between Dh8 and Dh20 
with a Dh10 surcharge at night. Meters are 
supposed to be used but are often not. No 
trip within town should cost more than Dh20 
by day and Dh30 at night.

Most drivers at taxi ranks near popular 
tourist locations such as Djemaa el-Fna and 
Jardin Majorelle quote exorbitant fees. Hail 
on the street for better rates.

If your party numbers more than three you 
must take a grand taxi (shared taxi), which 
always requires negotiation.

J Bus
 A variety of local buses zip between stops 
near Place de Foucauld (by Djemaa el-Fna) 
and the ville nouvelle at regular intervals 
throughout the day. All fares are Dh4.

Calèche
 Horse-drawn carriage rides are a scenic 
option for trips between Djemaa el-Fna and 
sites such as Jardin Majorelle and the kasbah 
area. Standard prices for routes and hourly 
fees should be listed on each carriage.

  Your Daily Budget
 Budget: Less than Dh750 

  Double room: Dh250–Dh350

  Canteen tajine: Dh35–Dh50

  Djemaa el-Fna entertainment: free, plus tip

Midrange: Dh750–Dh1400 
  Riad double room: Dh550–Dh750

  Three-course set lunch: Dh120–Dh170

  Half-day cycling tour: Dh350

Top end: over Dh1400 
  Boutique-riad double room: from Dh800

  Dinner in palace-style restaurant: Dh300–
Dh600

  Private hammam: from Dh250

Useful Websites
  Marrakech Pocket (www.marrakechpocket.
com) Marrakesh’s monthly French-language 
listings guide.

Vivre Marrakech (www.vivre-marrakech.com) 
Events, new openings and listings.

Lonely Planet (www.lonelyplanet.com/
morocco/marrakesh) Information, bookings 
and forum.

Advance Planning
 Three months before Book riad accom-
modation; particularly important if travelling 
in high season.

One month before Organise activities 
such as cooking classes (most have limited 
space).

One day before Check the weather. Mar-
rakesh gets colder than you think in winter, 
and fiercely hot in summer.

Before You GoNeed to 
Know

Need to Know  1716

 Many midrange and 
top-end accommodations 
accept payment in euros.

Credit Cards
   Major credit cards 

are usually accepted at 
midrange and top-end 
accommodation, and 
large tourist-oriented 
restaurants and shops.

 Credit cards often incur 
a surcharge of around 
5%.

Money Changers
   Most banks change 

cash. Travellers cheques 
are pretty much impos-
sible to change.

 Private bureaux de 
change (exchange 
bureaus) o  er o   cial 
exchange rates and are 
open longer hours.

 Hotel Ali, near Djemaa 
el-Fna, nearly always 

o  ers fractionally better 
rates than anywhere else.

 Euros, US dollars and 
British pounds are the 
most easily exchanged 
currencies.

Public Holidays
   Banks, post offices and 
most shops shut on the 
main public holidays, but 
transport still runs.

New Year’s Day 
(1 January)

Independence Manifesto 
(11 January) Commemo-
rates the publication 
in Fez of the Moroccan 
nationalist manifesto for 
independence.

Labour Day (1 May)

Feast of the Throne (30 
July) Commemorates 
King Mohammed VI’s ac-
cession to the throne.

Allegiance of Oued 
Eddahab (14 August) 
Celebrates the ‘return 
to the fatherland’ of the 
Oued Eddahab region in 
the far south.

Anniversary of the 
King’s and People’s 
Revolution (20 August) 
Commemorates the exile 
of Mohammed V by the 
French in 1953.

Young People’s Day (21 
August) Celebrates the 
king’s birthday.

Anniversary of the 
Green March (6 Novem-
ber) Commemorates the 
Green March ‘reclaiming’ 
the Western Sahara on 
November 1975.

Independence Day (18 
November) Commemo-
rates independence from 
France.

shift to around 10am to 
3pm or 4pm.

 Normal opening hours:

Banks 8.30am to 6.30pm 
Monday to Friday

Post o   ces 8.30am to 
4.30pm Monday to Friday

Government o   ces 
8.30am to 6.30pm Mon-
day to Friday

Restaurants noon to 
3pm and 7pm to 10pm

Bars 6pm till late

Shops 9am to 12.30pm 
and 2.30pm to 8pm 
Monday to Saturday

Electricity 

Type C
220V/50Hz

Type E
220V/50Hz

Emergency 
   Ambulance %150

 Brigade Touristique (Map 
p28 ; %0524 38 46 01; 
Rue Ouadi el-Makhazine) 

 Police %190

  Polyclinique du Sud (Map 
p106 ; %0524 44 79 99; 2 
Rue de Yougoslavie; h24hr) 
Private hospital.

Money 
    Moroccan dirham (Dh) 

notes come in denomi-
nations of Dh20, Dh50, 
Dh100 and Dh200.

 Dirham coins come in 
denominations of Dh1, 
Dh2, Dh5 and Dh10.

 The dirham is divided 
into 100 centimes. You 
may infrequently see 
coins in denominations of 
10, 20 and 50 centimes.

 The dirham is a restrict-
ed currency, meaning 
that it cannot be taken 
out of the country and is 
not available abroad.

 Hang on to exchange/
ATM receipts. You’ll need 
them to convert leftover 
dirham at banks or 
exchange bureaus before 
you leave.

ATMs
   Virtually all ATMs 

(guichets automatiques) 
accept Visa, MasterCard, 
Electron, Cirrus, Maestro 
and InterBank cards.

 Most ATMs will 
dispense no more than 
Dh2000 at a time.

 On Sundays, ATMs on 
Rue Bab Agnaou (near 
Djemaa el-Fna) and in 
Rahba Kedima often run 
out of funds. Try ATMs on 
Rue Fatima Zohra near 
Bab Ksour, or in the ville 
nouvelle.

Cash
  The medina souqs are 

still very much a cash 
society. Only larger shops 
will accept credit and 
debit cards.

Major Islamic Holidays
    The rhythms of Islamic practice are tied to the lunar calendar so the Islamic 
calendar begins around 11 days earlier than the preceding year. Dates are 
approximate as they rely on the sighting of the new moon.
HOLIDAY 2017 2018 2019 2020
 Moulid an-Nabi 1 Dec 20 Nov 9 Nov 29 Oct

Ramadan begins 27 May 16 May 6 May 24 Apr

Eid al-Fitr 25 Jun 16 Jun 4 Jun 24 May

Eid al-Adha 1 Sep 21 Aug 11 Aug 31 Jul

New Year begins (year) 21 Sep (1439) 11 Sep (1440) 31 Aug (1441) 20 Aug (1442)

Essential Information  149148  Survival Guide

QuickStart 
Guide
Your keys to under-
standing the city – 
we help you decide 
what to do and how 
to do it

Survival 
Guide
Tips and tricks 
for a seamless, 
hassle-free city 
experience

Top Sights
Make the most 
of your visit

Need to Know
Tips for a 
smooth trip

Getting Around
Travel like a local

Local Life
The insider's city

 Neighbourhood s
What’s where

Essential Information
Including where to stay

The Best 
of Marrakesh
The city’s 
highlights
in handy lists 
to help you plan

Explore 
Marrakesh
The best things to 
see and do, 
 neighbourhood  by 
 neighbourhood  

Best Walks
See the city on foot

Marrakesh’s Best…
The best experiences
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Our selection of the city’s best places to 
eat, drink and experience:

1 Sights

5 Eating

6 Drinking

3 Entertainment

7 Shopping

These symbols give you the vital 
information for each listing:

% Telephone Numbers
h Opening Hours
p Parking
n Nonsmoking
i Internet Access
W Wi-Fi Access
v Vegetarian Selection
E English-Language 
 Menu

c Family-Friendly
# Pet-Friendly
g Bus
f Ferry
m Metro
b Subway
t London Tube
j Tram
d Train

Find each listing quickly on maps 
for each  neighbourhood :
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Bar Hemingway 
16 6 Map p233, B2  
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Lonely Planet’s 
Marrakesh
Lonely Planet Pocket Guides 
are designed to get you 
straight to the heart of the city. 

Inside you’ll find all the 
must-see sights, plus tips to 
make your visit to each one 
really memorable. We’ve split 
the city into easy-to-navigate 
 neighbourhood s and provided 
clear maps so you’ll find your 
way around with ease. Our 
expert authors have searched 
out the best of the city: walks, 
food, nightlife and shopping, 
to name a few. Because you 
want to explore, our ‘Local Life’ 
pages will take you to some 
of the most exciting areas to 
experience the real Marrakesh.

And of course you’ll find all 
the practical tips you need for 
a smooth trip: itineraries for 
short visits, how to get around, 
and how much to tip the guy 
who serves you a drink at the 
end of a long day’s exploration.

It’s your guarantee of a 
really great experience.

Our Promise
You can trust our travel infor-
mation because Lonely Planet 
authors visit the places we 
write about, each and every 
edition. We never accept 
freebies for positive coverage, 
so you can rely on us to tell it 
like it is.
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Stalls at the edge of Djemaa el-Fna (p24)
ALEX ANDREI/SHUTTERSTOCK ©

Marrakesh Top Sights ................................................8

Marrakesh Local Life................................................ 12

Marrakesh Day Planner ........................................... 14

Need to Know ............................................................ 16

Marrakesh Neighbourhoods ................................... 18

Welcome to 
Marrakesh

 Prepare for your senses to be slapped. Musicians, snail-
vendors and conjurers collide on Djemaa el-Fna, from 
where ochre-dusted lanes twist to curio-crammed souqs. 
While the city’s thriving art scene and cafe culture gener-
ate a cosmopolitan buzz, it’s the medina’s heady scents 
and sounds that bedazzle, frazzle and enchant. Put on 
your pointy babouches (leather slippers) and dive in.

QuickStart
Guide

7
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Djemaa el-Fna (p24)
   If all the world’s a stage, then  Djemaa el-Fna is the grand finale, thrumming 
and shimmying to a mash-up of musicians and mayhem. The only option is to 
join in.
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